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temporary papers of little interest. Some historical papers were bought
at the sale of William Robertson, the historian, in 1786, and a few
plays at that of the Duke of Roxburghe in 1812; Johnson's first draft
of his Irene came by gift from Bennet Langton. There are many on
military subjects, and some of these, like many of the King's maps
and plans, came from the collection of the Duke of Cumberland,
From Consul Smith's library, which was the foundation of the collec-
tion, came some thirty-five MSS., mostly (as might be expected), in
Italian literature and history or of Italian origin; these include a
Rime of Petrarch, written about 1400 (No. 321), and some fifteenth-
century Italian humanist copies of Latin classical texts, notably
No. 24, a pretty Virgil. There are a few Horae and other medieval
MSS., but the only one of high merit for its illuminations is No. 5,
a Biblia Pauperum of about 1400, fully and finely illustrated by
Flemish, or perhaps by Rhenish artists, in which it is peculiar and to
be compared with the block-book editions; its provenance is un-
known.1? One MS. (No. 446) was added to the collection after its
transfer to the Museum. This MS., presented in 1831 by Granville
Penn, is a fifteenth-century copy of the report made for King Henry V
by Guillebert de Lannoy of his travels in Egypt and Syria. There
are a few Oriental MSS. in the collection; they have been transferred to
that Department. The King's MSS. were very imperfectly described
in Barnard's catalogue, but were more fully catalogued (with the
omission of the Geographical Section) in 1832-33 by Sir Frederic
Madden, with revision in 1841. All other than Oriental MSS. are
fully described in Vol. Ill of:

Catalogue of Western Manuscripts in the Qld Royal and Kings Collection^
by Sir George Warner and Julius P. Gilson.   1921.   4 vols.

10. THE EGERTON MANUSCRIPTS
Francis Henry Egerton, late in his life 8th Earl of Bridgewater,
who died on nth February, 1829, at Paris, originally intended, and
published the intention, to found and endow a public library, to hold
his collection of MSS0 in the family home at Ashridge. But his elder
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